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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


OBSERVATIONS ON SOME REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH TOOK 
PLACE DURING THE REIGN OF DAVID. 


I. ON THE HISTORY RELATED IN 2 SAM. xx1. 1—14. 


"T' ue execution of the children of Saul, here related, together with 
all the circumstances connected with this extraordinary event, give 
rise to difficulties which some have considered as insuperable. It has 
been asked why the descendants of Saul should suffer for their father’s 
offence ? Why so long and severe famine should be inflicted on the 


people for an act of their king? Why, if this punishment were neces- 


sary, it should have been so long deferred? The whole transaction, 
it is said, wears the appearance of a human sacrifice offered to the 
Lord in order to appease the manes of the Gibeonites; and seems to 
encourage the exercise of revengeful passions. These difficulties I 
shall now examine. 

It is inquired why the descendants of Saul should suffer for their 
father’s offence ? 

A direct infliction of punishment on one man solely for the crimes 
of another, does appear to be irreconcilable with the character of the 
Supreme being, and totally repugnant to the view of him which the 
sacred scriptures uniformly presents ; ‘‘ The son shall not bear the 
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 
son,’’ is the doctrine of the bible as well as ofsound reason. But that 
the crimes of one do indirectly, and by consequence bring punishment 
upon another, no man can deny without questioning plain matter of 
fact. The murderer who expires on a gibbet, and transmits the infa- 
my of his crime and execution to his family ; ; the traitor, the confisca- 
tion of whose estate brings poverty and ruin upon his relations ; the 
debauchee, who entails upon his children the miserable legacy of a 
constitution enfeebled by vicious indulgence; are illustrations of 
the principle, and exhibit a lively comment on the passage of the 
decalogue, where ‘‘ the sins of the fathers’? are said to be ‘ visited 
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.”’ If, there- 
fore, the absolute injustice of this dispensation be maintained, nothing 
remains but to leap into the chasm of atheism, since the truth of the 
doctrine is as demonstrable from the constitution of things, as it is 

asserted in the oracles of inspired truth. The legitimate conclusions 
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are, that there exists a future state in which all seeming inequalities 
and apparent aberrations from justice will be fully reconciled, and 
abundantly made up to the suffering party: and further, that such 
a state as the present, in which these inequalities and aberrations ex- 
ist, is the best upon the whole that the situation of created beings, en- 
dowed originally with a freedom and a capability of obtaining a habit 
of virtue, admits of; although its constitution may often involve diffi- 
culties which we cannot now fully solve. 

Perhaps, however, while the correctness of these remarks may be 
admitted, it will be said, that they have no relevancy to the case be- 
fore us ? that there is a great difference between the case of a mur- 
derer whose infamy is transferred to his connexions merely by the 
voice of public opinion, or of a votary of dissipation whose children 
inherit his poverty and debilitated constitution, which, without a 
miracle, could not be otherwise, and the case of Saul’s sons being put 
to death for their father’s crime, when it would have been so easy to 
have expiated the guilt in the punishment of the guilty object. The dif- 
ference I am not disposed to deny : still it seems to me to lie in this ; that 
in those cases which are frequently occurring, and which are spoken 
of by these of the French school, as the operations of nature or chance, 
we see the effect of Divine appointment or permission displayed by 
the operation of natural causes, which natural causes have their origin 
in his will and are guided by his direction, and which might (for any 
thing we know to the contrary) have been originally arranged other- 
wise, had it seemed good to Aimighty Wisdom, but in the case under 
review, we see the appointment, or rather the permission itself, ex- 
pressed through the request of the Gibeonites. The cases then are 
not altogether dissimilar ; they are sufficiently alike to make the rea- 
soning applicable, and I think this will be further evident from hy- 
pothesis. Suppose that when ‘ Saul sought to slay the Gibeonites,”’ 
they had been unexpectedly able to defend themselves, and had ac- 
tually attacked and put him to death, and not content with this exe- 
cution had murdered also in revenge, if you will, all his family ; the 
divine permission in this case would be as evident as in the others before 
stated, and the children would have suffered for the parent’s crime, 
according to the course of nature, as it is usually expressed, but more 
scripturally, perhaps, according to the dispensation of Providence 
adapted to the present state of things. 

However, it is not necessary to rest the defence of the act upon the 
above reasoning. Let it be admitted, that the Gibeonites, in demand- 
ing the execution of Saul’s seven sons, acted from a spirit of revenge. 
From the narrative, there is no proof that the demand was agreeable 
to God or directed by him.* The account is brief. It is merely 
stated that there was a famine which lasted three years; that on ap- 
plication to the Lord it was found to be on account of Saul’s cruelty 
and perfidy towards the Gibeonites ; that they, when applied to by 


* It is the opinion of Grotius, that David was much too bountiful in his offers ; 
that Jaw, and not the wish of the injured party should have’ determined the 


punishment, 
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David to know what would give them satisfaction, demanded the exe- 
cution of seven of bis sons, to which demand David assented ; that 
the execution took place, and that * after” it, the Almighty was in- 
duced to remove the famine. Admitting that on account of the exe- 
cution “ God was entreated for the land ;” it by no means follows that 
he approved of the temper which produced it, or indeed of the act 
itself ; but merely that the intention on the part of David to avert 
from the nation the consequences of Saul’s crime and to reconcile the 
Lord to bis people, in which, most probably, he was joined by 
the people themselves, was acceptable to him; that the design of the 
action, the principles and feelings which gave birth to it, were what 
propiliated, 

Still, if this view of the subject be thought unsatisfactory ; if it be 
asserted that the whole affair appears to be of divine direction ; that 
when the injured party declare, ** we will bave no silver nor gold of 
Saul, nor of his house, neither for us shalt thou kill any man in 
Israel,”’ it is evident that they are not actuated by a revengeful dispo- 
sition ; that when they request ** the seven sons of Saul to be hanged 
up unto the Lord,” divine direction seems to be conspicuous ; if all 
this be admitted, what is the conclusion necessarily to be drawn ? 
That seven innocent sons of Saul were, at the divine command, put to 
death for their father’s offence ? This would be a very rash inference, 
not justified by any expressions in the sacred narrative, and not war- 
ranted by the general view which it gives of the Divine character. 
Admitting all that is supposed, and that the execution was a divine 
direction, can it be proved, that these sons of Saul were altogether in- 
nocent of their parent's crime? ‘* Cum Deus,” says Le Clerc, in an 
excellent note on this passage, ‘* justissimus sit, vetue ritque homines 
innoxios debitas noxiis penas dare, numquam ab eo justitiam violari 
et innoxios plecti, sine erroris ullo periculo, afirmare possumus.” He 
then proceeds to remark, that it is highly credible. that when Saul, 
by whatever motives he niay have been actuated, spent his rage upon 
the Gibeonites, these descendants of his attended upon bim and sanc- 
tioned his conduct ;—that the most detestable crimes when perpetrat- 
ed by the monarch, have usually the concurrence of the royal family, 
whose prudence suggests the expediency of giving, as far as they can, 
the authority of law to whatever be commands ; that for this reason 
the family of Saul are stigmatized in the text, as ‘his bloody 
house,”’ language which would not have been used had they disap- 
proved his designs and opposed his sanguinary purpose. He conjec- 
tures, that as it is usual with descendants of noble ancestors, to defend 
the reputation of their families, the cruel slaughters of Saul may have 
been approved of by his posterity, and that thus the expression, * his 
bloody house,’? may have been altogether suitable to the character 
of the family. 

This last observation is proper to be kept in view, because it has 
been asserted, “* that the persons condemned to death could not have 
been personally concerned in the cruelties before exercised on the 
Gibeonites on account of their infant age.”” (Dodd. Lect. exlviii. § vii. 
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Part 6.) This is the remark of Doddridge, and if the correctness of 
it be admitted, this last conjecture of Le Clerc will afford a reason for 
involving in the punishment even those who were not guilty of the very 
act of criminality, since their defence of it was a proof that they ap- 
plauded the conduct of their father, and a warning to the Gibeonites, 
that if they ever acquired the power, a repetition of the same cruel- 
ties might be expected: so that on the part of these unhappy people, 
the demand was an act of self-defence. But it is very doubtful, 
whether these children of Saul were in infancy when the attempt upon 
the Gibeonites took place. The author belorementioned has not said 
one word in defence of it, but seems to have presumed from the con- 
nexion in which the narrative occurs, that the famine and its conse- 
quences were subsequent to Absalom’s rebellion. But it is well known 
that the sacred writers do not always atiend to the chronological order 
of events in narrating the series of them; and it is not unworthy of 
remark, that in the case before us it is not said, as is usual when the 
fact is connected with the preceding history ; in those days there was 
a famine ; but, in the days of David—indefinitely. It has been con- 
jectured, that when Saul destroyed Nob, the city of -the priests, 
(1 Sam. xxii. 19,) the Gibeonites, who were there attending to their 
services, fell in the general slaughter, and that this was the crime that re- 
mained unexpiated. But this is mere conjecture, and there are reasons 
for believing it very ill founded ; as it is not at all likely, that the punish- 
ment of the slaughter of the Gibeonites should be spoken of as altoge- 
ther distinct from that of the destruction of the priests; and besides, the 
transaction seems to have been similar to the plot of Haman against 
the Jews, as the Gibeonites speak of Saul in the 5th verse, as ** the 
man that consumed us, and that devised against us that we should be 
destroyed from remaining in any of the coasts of Israel.’’ 

These remarks afford, | think, a sufficient reply to the first inqui- 
ry, and show, that the presumption, upon which the objection contain- 
ed in it is founded, is altogether doubtful ; and that, if it were even 
certain, the difficulty may nevertheless be obviated. They are also 
in some measure applicable to the second inquiry, which asks, why so 
long and severe a famine should be inflicted on the people for an act 
of their king ? to which it may now be added, even supposing the 
royal family to have co-operated with him ? 

It is remarked by the celebrated Jesuite, Cornelius a Lapide, that 
the Almighty has united men together by a very intimate bond of 
alliance, so as to make of a large community one consociated body ; 
that if one member is injured, the rest suffer; that the offences of one 
part of the association are often atoned for by the punishment of 
another ; and that this arrangement conduces to the general good by 
promoting mutual support, and by deterring from wickedness not only 
from motives of personal interest, but also with a view to the interests 
of others, which occasionally, as in the case of nearest relatives, for 
instance, is more efficacious in its influence. Hence he conceives it 
consistent with the present imperfect system of things, that the crimi- 
nal conduct of the ruler, the head of the body, should sometimes be 
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visited upon the subjects, who are his members, And it must be 
confessed, that something similar to this is seen in the fact, that the 
dishonest and intriguing efforts of court policy, the ambitious schemes 
of princely selt-aggrandizement, the cruel plots of sanguinary tyrants, 
do ofien eventuate not only in the ruin of those with whom they ori- 
ginate, but also in the serious injury of all who are associated with their 
agents, Still the remoie effects of the crimes of rulers displayed in the 
punishment of the subjects may, in the system of Providence, be the 
direct etiects of the crimes of the nation. When in the case before us, 
the famine is said to have been sent ‘ for Saul and for his bloody 
house, because he slew the Gibeonites ;” can it be proved that the 
state of the nation was not such as to call for the vengeance of heaven, 
and that of ibis vengeance the slaughter of the Gibeonites was only the 
ostensible cause? But admitting that it was the only cause, is it cer- 
tain that in this affair the people were utterly guiltless? ‘To make 
such an assertion would be rash in the highest degree. If it be said, 
that their association with Saul im the affair does not appear from the 
face of the narrative ; this, it may be replied, is a trifling considera- 
tion, since the brevity of the history very frequently leads to omis- 
sions which the reader may consider as important. If it be still ob- 
jecied, that the account might have been more complete so as to re- 
move all difficulties, that the time in which the transaction took place 
together with all the circumstances of it might have been detailed ; 
while it will be acknowledged, that this would been very prac- 
ticable, it may be asked, on the other hand, what right has the 
objector to say how a divine narrative shall be conducted? Must 
the rules of common civil historians guide an inspired writer? 
Is the account given in the revealed book to be so clear that 
errour as to circumstances must be impossible? ‘This would be con- 
trary to the analogy of things, and nothing but extreme temerity 
could lead to such a supposition. In the inspired books as in the 
volume of nature, much room is left for the exercise of faith, and to 
promote in the minds of their readers the dispositions of confidence in 
the goodness of God, and submission to the wisdom of his arrange- 
ments, even when they are to our imperfect apprebensions clouded 
with obscurity, constitutes one of their important objects. 

It cannot then be inferred from the history that the Israelitish 
people were innocent in this business. The probability seems rather 
to be, that at a time and for a cause unknown, the Gibeonites were 
persecuted by Saul, that a plot was laid for their destruction in which 
the people, as a body, took an interest, and concurred in the execu- 
tion, and that many of those unhappy servants of the sanctuary were 
put to death, perhaps in different parts of the country. I have said, 
that probably the people took an interest and concurred in their exe- 
cution. ‘This is easily to be believed of a nation that countenanced 
Saul’s persecution of David; that basely assisted Absalom in his 
rebellion against the best of parents, whether before or after the 
event in question, and, that subsequently at the good pleasure of their 
rulers constantly fell into idolatry. ‘The presumption is strong, that 
they united with Saul in this iniquitous infringement of a solemn na- 
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tional treaty, granted by the original conqueror; and that when they 
ought to have opposed the diabolical purpose of so headstrong and 
furious a prince by all the legitimate means in their power. 

This presumption so strong from the nature of the case derives ad- 
ditional force from the language of the narrative. It is said in the 
second verse, that “ Saul sought to slay the Gibeonites in his zeal to 
the children of Israel and Judah.” What do these last words mean? 
Is it not evident, that the reason which influenced Saul to attempt the 
destruction of these miserable people, was to ingratiate himself with 
the Israelites, in whose eyes, for some unknown cause, they were 
odious? Instead of attacking those descendants of the original Ca- 
naanites who were still powerful and disposed to lead the inhabitants 
into idolatry, be displays his fury against the Gibeonites, who were in 
a state of servitude under the priests, for the benefit of the sanctuary ; 
and this cowardly and nefarious plot springs out of his “ zeal’’ for the 
people, his eagerness to gratify their wishes. Taking this language 
in connexion with their subsequent punishment, it appears to me evi- 
dent, that the nation sanctioned the crime and partook of the guilt 
of its master. 

But why, it will be asked, was the punishment so long deferred ? 
This is the last inquiry to be noticed. 

As we do not know when the plot against the Gibeonites was form- 
ed, nor when its consequent punishment, the famine, happened, since 
the history is silent as to the time of both these circumstances, it will 
be sufficient to give a general answer to the inquiry and to supply rea- 
sons for the conduct of Providence which in themselves are not im- 
probable, nor incongruous with the Divine perfections. Doubtless, if 
we had been contemporary with the events in question, and had be- 
stowed on them a careful consideration, the difficulties which may now 
be thought to obscure them could readily have been removed. If, 
therefore, we could give no rational account of the delay, the 
brevity and obscurity of the narrative, would afford a sufficient apolo- 


gy. Yet is it not at least within the limits of reasonable supposition, . 


that the descendants of Saul joined with the body of the nation, avail- 
ed themselves of some remarkable circumstances not related in the 
history, to manifest their hatred of the Gibeonites, and to show that 
instead of feeling penitence for the foul plot which had been formed 
against their lives, they on the contrary approved it; and that God 
who had mercifully waited for their repentance, thought proper to 
punish the persevering cruelty 2? Surely the long-suffering of the Al- 
mighty should be a motive to excite our grateful affection, rather than 
a ground of impious objection to his Providence. Le Clerc. 

The remarks which have already been made will, I hope, be con- 
ceived to afford a sufficient answer to the three queries. If the cor- 
rectness of the reasoning and the probability of the conjectures be ad- 
mitted, it will be evident that no revengeful passions are encouraged 
in the Gibeonites, nor any sacrifice of human blood offered to Jeho- 
vah ; but that a solemn example of divine justice was presented to the 
guilty people in the punishment of the guilty agents. An certainly 
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as these conjectures cannot be proved to be false,and as they are natu- 
rai in themselves, to admit them is consistent even with the principles 
of philosophy. As to the language inthe 6th and 9th verses, where the 
criminals are said to be “hanged up unto” and * before Jehovah ;” 
it is absurd to explain it of a human sacrifice, because, if it had been 
offered to propitiate the manes of the Gibeonites, it should have been 
said to be offered to them. Besides, the supposition is contrary to the 
whole tenuur of the law which expresses an abomination of every thing 
of the kind, and the phraseology is very susceptible of another expo- 
sition. It may mean, to the honour to Jehovah, in reference to the 
divine justice which required the act; or it may mean, near the ark 
where Jehovah manifested his presence ; or possibly nothing more 
may be intended than in the open air, in the presence of all and espe- 
cially of Jehovah, as the same phrase is used in Numb. xxv. 4, where, 
on account of the idolatry and abominations of the Israelites with the 
Moabitish women, Moses is commanded to ‘* take all the heads of the 
people, and to hang them up before Jehovah against the sun,” mean- 
ing in a conspicuous place, and in open daylight. Whatever may be 
the signification of the phrase, none but such a querulous and unin- 


- formed objector as Voltaire, can suppose that it countenances human 


sacrifices. 
EE 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA BECORDER. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF MARY GOSNER, WHO DIED APRIL 3, 1824, 


Mary Gosner was born on the 3d of August, 1813, and baptized by 
me on the 8th of October, 1815. From her infancy she always mani- 
fested a serious and thoughtful disposition. Cheerful in her manners, 
and unusually engaging and attractive; she was never disposed to joia 
with other children in their noisy plays or boisterous sports, 

As soon as she had learned to read, her book afforded her a never 
failing source of amusement, and as a good child should do, she loved 
to read in the Holy Bible the words of ber heavenly Father. Often 
has she been found sitting by herself in some retired place, either with 
the scriptures or her prayer book in her hand: as much engaged as 
other children with false and foolish stories. She had a sweet voice 
and a taste for musick, so that without any labour she became ac- 
quainted with the tunes she was accustomed to bear. It was a favour- 
ite amusement for her to sing little hymns, selecting them for herself, 
and committing them to memory. Among others the tollowing par- 
ticularly interested her :— 


** Holy Bible, book divine! Mine, to comfort in distress, 
Precious treasure, thou art mine, | If the Holy Spirit bless ; 

Mine to tell me whence Icame! ! Mine, to show by living faith, 
Mine to teach me what I am. Man can triumph over death ; 
Mine, to chide me when I rove: | Mine, to tell of joys to come, 
Mine to show a Saviour’s love; | And the rebel sinner’s doom. 
Mine thou art to guide my feet, | O thou precious book divine ! 
Mine to judge, condemn, acquit, | Precious treasure! thou art mine.” 
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One of the young ladies who was acquainted with her for several 
years, and had charge of her education, thus speaks concerning her. 
** I do not recollect one instance since | bave known her that she was 
disobedient, or unteachable: but on the contrary, she was always 
gentle and meek in her deportment, affectionate to her teachers and 
obliging to all.” In the school to which she went, the teachers were 
in the habit of distributing tracts, as.premiums ; and occasionally read- 
ing to the children, when the other exercises were through, some in- 
teresting little narratives. On these occasions Mary would place her- 
self as near as she conveniently could, and listen with the greatest 
attention. Sometimes she would come to one of her teachers and say, 
‘* Miss W—, if we are good girls, and get our lessons to-day, won’t 
you read for us some beautiful story?” Thus early did she show 
that her affections were set on things heavenly and divine. When it 
was she first became convinced of her lost estate by nature, or how 
this conviction was wrought, whether at once or by degrees, we can- 
not tell. ‘* The tree is known by its fruit,’ and in her case we see 
a child of grace, turning away from those things in which so many 
other children take delight, and seeking her pleasures in the ways of 
religion. 

A short time before she was taken sick she obtained a copy of Mrs. 
Sherwood’s Stories on the Catechism, a book which I sincerely wish 
was in every family belonging to the congregation. Her mother told 
me she was so delighted with these stories, that she could not lay 
the book aside until she had read them all; and that many of them 
she could repeat in substance. 

Another trait in the character of this good little girl is, that she was 
very fond of attending publick worship. When the Lord’s day came 
Mary needed no direction to prepare herself for church. She would 
always be ready of her own accord, and with the prayer book in her 
hand, she would usually make it a point to be in her place at the 
time appointed for publick worship. Many children would rather 
stay at home and play on Sunday than go to church; this was not 
her disposition. It was her pleasure to pray unto the Lord, and to 
praise his holy name. When in church she behaved with great pro- 
priety, recollecting that it was the house of the Lord, where in an 
especial manner he is ever present in the assemblies of his people. 
Neitber did Mary neglect her private devotions, but morning and 
evening she would call upon her beavenly Father, returning thanks 
for mercies received, and waiting upon him for the continuance of 
his favours. 

During her last illness which lasted twelve weeks, this dear child 
manifested the greatest patience and submission. Often her counte- 
nance wore the expression of great distress by reason of the pain 
which she endured, but never did a word of complaint fall from her 
lips. While sbe was yet able to sit up a good part of the day, it was 
proposed to her to have her chair put by the window, that she might 
be diverted by looking into the street. She declined in every in- 
stance, and never seemed at a loss for any amusement. If any of the 
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family or of her friends, who came to see her, in their conversation 
talked about worldly or trifling things, she would express her disap- 
probation, though with much meekness and mildness. She desired 
the conversation of pious persons, and was always pleased to have 
them pray with and for her. Such as she knew would not speak 
upon the subject of religion, but divert her mind by a repetition of 
the passing circumstances of the day, when she heard they were down 
stairs, she would say, ‘* | hope they won’t come up; | am done with 
the world.” 

She was persuaded, from the first of her indisposition, that she 
would not recover, and when asked if she did not wish to get well, 
would say, “ O! hush,” as if afraid to trust her own heart upon that 
subject, and yet striving to bow to the will of her heavenly Father. 
Of all whom she had ever offended she asked forgiveness. ‘+ Grand- 
mother,’’ said she one day, ‘* I have often crossed you, and been 
very naughty, I hope you will forgive me.” When her grandmother 
said, “ O yes, Mary, I have perhaps provoked you to anger, you 
meant no harm.” She replied, “* Yes, I was very naughty—-I should 
not have done so.” 

During her sickness she took unusual pleasure in reading in the 
bible and other good books, as long as she was able. Miss W— fur- 
nished her at different times with religious tracts. She was particu- 
larly pleased with ‘ Poor Sarah, or the Indian woman,” and “ the 
account of Maria Hughes.” The latter made a very deep impression 
upon her mind, and appears to have been the instrument in the hand 
of Providence, whereby her attention was more immediately fixed on 
death. Though she had been gradually prepared under the instruc- 
tion she had received, for the approach of the ‘“ King of terrours,” 
yet it was not till now that she realized the thought of dying. Over 
and over again she would say, ‘* Dear Miss W— how I thank her for 
those tracts. Poor Maria Hughes, she was a great sufferer, but she 
was happy. That tract first led me to think seriously of eternity.” 

e come now to relate the exercises of her mind during the last 
few days of her life, during which the Lord was pleased to support her 
in a wonderful manner, and enabled her to give an undoubted testimo- 
ny of her interest in bis salvation. 

On Monday morning the 29th of March, after a restless and pain- 
ful night, her grandmother and the nurse being in the room, she re- 
quested that the curtains of the bed might be closed, that she might 
try and get a little sleep. She did not rest long. After a few mi- 
nutes she called for her grandmother, who was seldom out of the 
room. When she came to her, “‘ grandmother,” said she, with great 
composure, *‘ I am going to leave you. The pain is here,”’ laying her 
hand upon her breast. Her grandmother asked her, “ Do you not 
wish to see your father and mother?” ‘‘O! yes,” she replied ; ‘‘ but 
then they cannot relieve me, and why should I distress them ?” Her 
grandmother went down stairs and called her parents, thinking per- 
haps that her end was near. When her father came up to the side of 
the bed, looking him in the face, she said, “ Father, I am going—t 
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am going to Jesus.” Her father said to her, ‘‘my dear child, you 
must pray to the Lord, he can do more for you than I can.” She 
replied, looking upward, ** Come Lord Jesus, and take me to thy- 
self.”” At this moment her mother came forward so that she saw her. 
‘*O! mother, pray to the Lord; you and father both pray, that you 
may meet me again in heaven !”” . 

She conversed but little after this until Tuesday evening at nine 
o'clock—when she desired that ber parents might be called. They 
came and sat upon the side of the bed. Looking at them with a hap- 
py expression of countenance, she said, “ I am going to heaven ; O! 
pray that you may come there too, I don't want to be there, and you 
afar off : how can I bear to hear that naughty word said to you, ‘ Depart 
ye cursed into everlasting fire ;? Ono, 1 hope you will hear those other 
words, * Come ye blessed children of my father.’ ” After a short 
pause she added, “I have now got two fathers, you are one, and the 
other is my heavenly Father; | would not part with him for all the 
world. My dear father I must go and leave you.” Her father said, 
** must you go, my dear?” She answered, ‘* Yes, my heavenly Fa- 
ther wants me; behold the little angels; 1 see them waiting, with 
their trumpets in their hands, to welcome me to my Saviour.” 

At this time the members of the family were all assembled in 
the room. Turning to ber sisters, she said, first to Anna, the eldest, 
* Apna, you are not my own sister, but | love you very much, and 
hope to meet you in heaven. O! I don’t want to have you cast away. 
You must never dispute or quarrel with your sister, but pray to the 
Lord, that you may meet me again.” ‘Then addressing herself to 
Fanny, she said, “ | don’t wish you either Fanny to be cast away.” 
To both ber sisters she said, “ You think perhaps that rich people 
only go to heaven. No! no! The poor go there too, and the vilest if 
they will repent. Look at Lazarus, poor Lazarus, he lay at the rich 
man’s gate, and begged for the crumbs which fell from his table, and 
be would not give them to him: moreover the dogs came and licked 
his sores. And Lazarus died, and was carried into Abraham’s bosom, 
(while she said this her whole soul seemed to be exercised in the sub- 
ject, making appropriate gestures as she proceeded) and the rich man 
also died, and was in torment. And he cried, O father Abraham, send 
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for | am tormented. ‘here is poor Mrs, G—, (referring to 
a poor woman, who had died triumphing in the faith of the gospel a 
few days before) she is now an angel of light ; one of the best, O no! 
(she added, checking herself,) not the best, for they are all alike.” 

After a short pause she began again to speak. ‘1 have a dear 
good father down stairs, and | know he loves me, and I love him ; yet 
| love my heavenly Father better. 1 know you all wish me to live, 
and you try every thing you can to help me. I'll remember your 
kindness, and pray for you all.’ Then casting up her eyes, her 
countenance {ull of expression, she said, ‘‘ There is my Saviour; he 
is waiting to .eceive me. I cannot see him, but he sees me, and I 
Jove him more than silver or gold: ten thousand times better.” 
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Addressing herself to Mrs. Y—, her nurse, she said as before, I 
hope to see you too in heaven; I don’ want to have you cast away.” 
Adding, with much feeling and emphasis, ‘‘ 1 wish every body to go 
to heaven, our boys too, (alluding to her father’s apprentices,) and 
Mrs. B— and every body.” 

When Mrs. W—., a neighbour, came into the room, she fixed her 
eyes upon her and said, “*O! Mrs. W— I don’t want tosee you sink 
to despair—look at the rich man, and poor Lazarus,” and repeated 
again what she had said before. 

it was now near eleven o'clock at night, when she recollected that 
she had not seen her little brother during the day. ‘* There is my 
dear little brother, (she observed,) for all he did not come to see me 
to-day, | love him as much as ever.”” Her brother was now brought 
to her out of bed. When he came, she threw her arms around his 
neck, and with many tears said, **O! my dear brother, I hope you 
won’t be lost; O! no, no.” Her grandmother said, ‘* Mary, you 
forget your little sister.” ‘* No, (said she,) I have nothing to say to 
her, she knows no sin as yet, I can say nothing toher.”» Her mother, 
who had the child in her arms, walked away towards the window, 
weeping. Mary saw her, and said, “ mother,O! don’t cry, you 
will make yourself sick ; don’t cry for me, | am happy, I am going 
to my Saviour.” 

(To BE CONTINUED.) 


REVIEW. 


** An Exhibition of Unitarianism, with Scriptural Extracts. No. |. 
Greenfield, Mass. 1824.” 12mo. pp, 35. 


Tue chief object of this tract, as stated in the introduction, “ is to 
being before the publick, in as short a compass as possible, the views 
of Unitarians in regard to those leading doctrines of the gospel in 
which they differ from orthodox Christians.”” It is divided into nine 
sections, with the following titles:—1. Inspiration and Authority of 
the Scriptures.—2. Character of Christ.—3. Character of the Holy 
Spirit—4. Human Depravity.—5. Regeneration.—6. Atonement.— 
7. Justification —8. Future Punishment.—and 9. Miscellanies. ‘To 
prevent all charges and all danger of misrepresentation, it presents the 
views of Unitarians in the very words of their own standard writers,” 
quoting first the language of European and chiefly English, Unitarians, 
and then the various Unitarian publications which have emanated from 
Cambridge, Boston, and Baltimore, and one or two other places in 
America. ‘‘In making these extracts,” the author states, “ it has 
been the intention to select only such, as convey the same meaning, 
when detached from the context, as when read in connexion with it.” 
As far as our own knowledge of Unitarian writers extends, the author 
appears to us to have fully accomplished the intention of which he 
speaks, and to have given a statement of Unitarianism, which must 
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be allowed to be fair even by the writers whom he quotes. The only 
comment which he allows himself to make is the citation of some ap- 
posite passage of the bible, exhibiting the contrast of Unitarianism 
with divine truth, and placing it in such bold relief as cannot fail, 
we think, to produce a conviction of its deformity in the mind of every 
one who is not blinded by passion or prejudice. As a specimen of 
the method adopted, we shall lay before our readers a few extracts, 
under the different heads of doctrine which we have already mention- 
ed as constituting the different sections of the tract. 

Inspiration and authority of the Scriptures.—The scriptures were 
written without any particular inspiration by men who wrote accord- 
ing to the best of their knowledge, and who from their circumstances 
could not be mistaken with respect to the greater facts of which 
they were proper witnesses ; but (like other men subject to prejudice) 
might be liable to adopt a hasty and ill-grounded opinion conce: ning 
things which did not fall within the compass of theirown knowledge. 
—-Priestley’s His, Early Opinions, vol. iv. pp 4, 5. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 

The scriptures contain a very faithful and credible account of the 
Christian doctrine which is the true word of God: BuT THEY ARE NOT 
THEMSELVES THE WorD oF Gop, nor do they ever assume that title : 
and it is highly improper to speak of them as such, as it leads inat- 
tentive readers to suppose they are written under a plenary inspira- 
tion, to which they make no pretensions —Belsham’s Rev. of Wilber- 
force, &§c, Letter i. 

The word of God is quick and powerful. Heb, iv. 12. 

Not handling the word of God deceitfully. 2 Cor. iv. 2. 

When ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye re- 
ceived it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth the word of 
God. 1 Thess. ii. 13. 

This epistle, (Hebrews) however, which contains many important 
observations and many wholesome truths, mingled, indeed, with some 
far-fetched analogies and inaccurate reasonings, was probably written 
before the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, &. *Jmproved 
Version of the New Testament, p. 531. 

The account of the miraculous conception of Jesus, was probably 
the fiction of some early gentile convert, who hoped, by elevating the 
dignity of the Founder, to abate the popular prejudice against the 
sect. Imp. Vers. p. 2. 

The remaining verses of this, (the first chapter of Luke, from the 
4th verse,) and the whole of the second chapter, are printed in italicks, 
as an indication that they are of doubtful authority. 

And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and 


* This work has been republished, with some slight alterations, and circulated 
by Unitarians in this country: and all the extracts from this work, in this tract, 
are from the American edition. 
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out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book. tRev. xxii. 19. 

The Unitarians maintain that Jesus and his apostles were super- 
naturally instructed as far as was necessary for the execution of their 
commission, that is for the revelation and proof of the doctrine of eternal 
life, and that the favour of God extended to the gentiles equally with 
the Jews ; and that Jesus and his apostles, and others of the primitive 
believers, were occasionally inspired to foretell future events. But they 
believe that supernatural inspiration was limited to these cases alone, 
and that when Jesus or his apostles deliver opinions upon subjects un- 
connected with the object of their mission, such opinieus and their 
reasonings upon them, are to be received with the same attention and 
caution with those of other persons in similar circumstances, of simi- 
lar education, and with similar habits of thinking.—Be/sham’s Calm 
Inquiry, &c. p 451. 

As it is not pretended that there are any miracles adapted to prove 
that Christ made and supports the world, | do not see that we are 
under any obligation to believe it merely because it was an opinion 
held by an apostle. —Priestley’s Hist. Early Opin. vol. i. p.63. See 
also p. 70. 

If the doctrine of the trinity had been found in the scriptures, it 
would have been impossible for any reasonable man to believe it, as 
it implies a contradiction which no miracles can prove —Same Work, 
vol, i. p. 48. 

The foolishness of God is wiser than men. | Cor. i. 25. 

According to the maxims, laid down as the guides of our religious 
inquiry, this doctrine (of two natures in Christ) could not be estab- 
lished even by the clearest declarations of the scriptures. For the tes- 
timony of the scriptures would not prove it to be true; on the contra- 
Ty, its occurrence in the scriptures would prove them to be false.— 
Yates’s Vind. Unit. p. 176. 

For my part, though the doctrine (of atonement) were stated not 
once merely, but often in the sacred records, | would not on that ac- 
count believe it.—Socinus’s Works, vol. ii. p. 204. (Lat. Ed.) 

He that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, because he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of his Son. 1 John v. 10. 

It will be seen from these extracts, that the inspiration of the scrip- 
tures, the only ground of security for our faith, is so far denied as im 
fact to amount to a rejection of the doctrine. And this must harass 
the mind of the pious and inquiring Christian with the most dreadful 
uncertainty ; for if the whole of scripture be not inspired, who shall 
point out where inspiration begins and ends? The step is very short 
from such a state of suspense to absolute skepticism. Numerous ex- 
tracts are given from a small work on inspiration, by the celebrated 
Le Clerc, which we should be glad to insert if our limits would per- 
mit. This work was republished in Boston by a learned professor, 


+ “ It is trye, this particularly refers to the book of the revelation; but the 
parity of reason extending to other books, I doubt not the terrour of the threaten- 
ing does so too,’’—-Doddridge in Loc. 
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with the following plenary commendation: “ It may be doubted 
whether there is any where to be found, a more perspicuous and 
satisfactory statement of the subject in question, regres: than 
this tract presents.” Yet Le Clerc positively denies the plenary 
inspiration of a great part of the scriptures. 

Character of Christ.—The Unitarian doctrine is, that Jesus of Naza- 
reth was a man, constituted in all respects like other men, subject to 
the same infirmities, the same ignorance, prejudices and frailties. — 
Belsham’s Calm Inquiry concerning the Person of Christ, p. 190. 

Who knew no sin. 2 Cor, v. 21. 

I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts. Rev. ii. 23. 

Thirdly. I desired you to observe, that whatever may be the 
dignity of Christ, or our obligations to him, the only object of our 
religious worship is, that one Supreme Being who sent him into the 
world, and that all prayer directed to other beings, is an idolatry we 
ought anxiously to-avoid.—Price’s Sermons. Serm. iv. p. 107. 

Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Acts vii. 59. 

Jesus is indeed now alive ; but as we are totally ignorant of the 
place where he resides, and of the occupations in which he is engaged, 
there can be no proper foundation for religious addresses to him, nor 
of gratitude for favours now received, nor yet of confidence in his 
future interposition in our behalf.—Belsham’s Review of Wilberforce, 
&c. Let. viii. p. 74. 

We do not think that any words can more clearly discriminate 
Christ from God, and declare his dependence and inferiority ; and 
of necessity his infinite inferiority. We say as we have said before, 
INFINITE INFERIORITY ; because an inferiour and dependent must be 
a finite being, and finite and infinite do not admit of comparison.— 
Christian Disciple, vol. i. p. 386. New Series. 

Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equaL 
witH Gop. Phil. ii. 6. 

As to the name Jehovah, I would observe that there seems to be no 
express application of it to Christ ; and much less any assertion that 
he is Jehovah.—Same Work. Serm. iii. p. 29. 

Then said I, Wo is me! for I These things said Esaias, when 
am undone, because I am a man of | he saw his (Christ’s) glory and 
unclean lips; for mine eyes have | spake of him. John xii. 41. 
seen the King, the Lord (Jehovah) 
of Hosts. Isaiah vi. 5. 

We have the most decisive proof, that Christ did not possess infinite 
wisdom, or boundless knowledge.—Same Work. Serm. iv. p. 41. 

All things were made by him ; and without him was not any thing 
made that wax made. John i. 3. 

But he that built all things is God. Heb. iii. 4. 

But we do not pay him (Christ) religious homage, because we think 
this would be derogating from the honour and majesty of the Supreme 
Being, who, our Saviour has told us, is the only proper object of our 
adoration and worship.—Unit. Miscel. Jan. 1821; p. 15. 

Christ, whom we are required to own, and to revere, as the one 
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Lord, and the one Mediator, instead of being the ultimate object of 
worship, is himself a worshipper of the Father ; and in this respect is 
like all other created beings.——Bailey’s Sermons. Serm. v. p. 59. 

That all men might honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. 
John v. 23. 

Now, God himself, and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
direct our way unto you. 1 Thess. iii. 11. 

When he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, And 
let all the angels ef God worship him. Heb. i. 6. 

And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are ir the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. Rev. 
v. 13. 

It is indeed believed by many Christians, inferiour to none in 
learning, virtue, and piety, that CurisT HAD NO AGENCY IN THE 
WORK OF CREATION; and that he did not then exist.—Bazley’s Ser- 
mons. Serm. iii. p. 33. 

“Who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every crea- 
ture; FOR BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: All things were created by 
him and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist. Coloss. i, 15—i7. 

Character of the Holy Spirit.—There is perhaps no term or phrase 
of frequent occurrence in the New Testament, with which readers in 
general are more perplexed, and concerning the meaning of which 
they feel more doubtful, than that of “* Holy Ghost,” or ** Holy Spi- 
rit.”—Christ. Disc. vol. i. p. 260. New Series. 

The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. 
1 Cor. ii. 14. 

We endeavoured to show in our last number, that there is no plau- 
sible pretence of scriptural evidence for the existence of any being 
distinct from God the Father, called the Holy Spirit.—Christ. Disc. vol. 
ii. 365. New Series. 

As to the Spirit, or a supposed third person in the divine nature, 
they (the scriptures) never mention it as an object of love, confidence, 
praise, or worship. iNo prayer, recorded in the bible, is addressed 
to the Father, Son, and Spirit. There is the same evidence that God 
is one person, as that he is one being; nor do the scriptures any 
where intimate, that he is three in any sense whatever.—Bailey’s Ser- 
mons. Serm. i. p. 11. ' 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things; &c. John xiv. 26. 

Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Matt. xxviii. 19. 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities ; for we know not 
what to pray*for as we ought: but the “Spirit itself maketh interces- 
sion for us, with groanings which cannot be uttered, And he that 
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searcheth the hearts, knoweth what is the mmnp or THE Sprrit. Rom. 
viii. 26, 27. 

From the review of scripture which we have taken, we find no proof 
of the existence of an erernat Spier distinct from God, possessing 
the attributes of Supreme Divinity and very God.—Bancroft’s Ser- 
mons, p. 93. 

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the erer- 
wat Sprit offered himself without spot to God, &c. Heb. ix. 14. 

Human depravity.—There is accordingly no fore propriety in 
speaking of sinners, as being in a state of nature, than in saying that 
holy men are in a state of nature. He who follows after holiness and 
righteousness as truly follows nature, as he who indulges the sinful af- 
fections.—Ware’s Answer to Woods's Reply, p. 45. 

Among whom we ail had our conversation in times past in the lusts 
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. Ephes. ii. 3. 

The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned. 1! Cor. ii. 14. 

Those now born into the world in Christian lands, are not in the 
same sense that these Ephesians were, children of wrath by nature, but 
as these same Ephesians were after their conversion to Christianity, 
saved by the grace of God, quickened and raised from the dead, made 
nigh by the blood of Christ, fellow citizens with the saints, of the house- 
hold of God. All this language was applied to the Ephesians univer- 
sally after their conversion, and all of it is as applicable universally 
now to those who are Christians by birth ; as distinguished from 
those, who are heathen by birth —Ware’s Letters, p. 47. 

Let every person judge from his own experience, and he would as 
soon believe that heaven is the favourite home of pollution as that the 
natural character of man is the abode of nothing but pollution. —Unit, 
Misc. 1822; p. 200. 

No man, I am persuaded, was ever led by personal observation and 
experience to the thought of an original depravity of human nature, 
&c.— Ware's Letters, p. 29. 

Behold I was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother con- 
ceive me. Psalm li. 51. 

For I know that in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing. 
Rom. vii. 18. 

We think therefore, that we may assert without fear of contradic- 
tion, that it is not in human nature to HATE INFINITE PURITY.——Christ. 
Disc. 1822; p. 452. 

‘They have both seen and narep both me and my Father. John 
xv, 24. 

Haters of God. Rom. i. 30. 

Regeneration.—W hat is the meaning of the term regeneration, or 
the new birth, or being born again, as used by the writers of the New 
Testament? I offer for the consideration of the Christian publick, 
the following definition, viz. A change either from the Jewish religion, 
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or the idolatrous religion of the Gentiles, to the open profession, and sin- 
cere belief of the Christian religion —Christ. Disc. 1822, p. 419. 

In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
cumcision, but a new creature. Gal. vi. 15. 

If I am correct in the meaning which I have given to regeneration, 
it will follow, that after conversion from the Jewish or gentile state of 
Christianity, we shall not observe that a new birth, or regeneration, is 
urged upon converts. This isthe fact. After this change, and it was 
a great one, we hear nothing more of regeneration in relation to the 
subjects of it. The topick then enforced, is improvement, continual 
improvement in the Christian course. A Christian assembly may now 
be very much distressed by having urged upon them the necessity of 
a new birth, because they cannot understand what they must do; and 
in truth THE CALL, AS IT RELATES TO THEM, IS WITHOUT MEANING. If 
instead of having regeneration, they should have improvement preach- 
ed to them, they would understand it and feel the force of the ser- 
mon. I will not deny, that if there be any among us who disbelieve 
the Christian religion, their conviction of its truth may, by way of 
analogy to the use of language in the New Testament, be called a 
regeneration. But it should not be forgotten, that this is highly figu- 
rative language, and not strictly justified by the use of the same lan- 
guage in the days of our Saviour and the apostles. —Christ. Disc. 1822, 
p- 420. 

Jesus answered, verily, verily, | say unto thee, except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. Nicodemus answered and said unto him, how can these things 
be? Jesus answered and said unto bim, Art thou a master of Israel. 
and knowest not these things ? John iii. 5, 8, 9. 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy be saved us by the washing of regeneration and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost. Tit. iii. 5. 

The conversation of Jesus with Nicodemus recorded in the third 
chapter of St. John’s gospel, is generally considered as an obscure 
and difficult part of the New Testament.—Christ. Disc. vol. ii, p. 171. 
New Series. 

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine unto them. 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

According to the theory which we are maintaining, it appears that 
our religious affections are as much under our control and direc- 
tion, and that it is as much in our power to acquire and cultivate 
them, as any of our other affections, — Christ. Disc. 1822. p. 454. See 
also Ware's Let. to Trin. and Cal. p. 112, and Colman’s Serm. p. 176. 

No man can come unto me, except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him. It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth noth- 
ing. John vi. 44, 63. 

But ye are’ sanctified by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 

Atonement.—There is nothing in scripture which represents that 
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Christ has made it sust for God to forgive sins, now, upon repentance, 
when it would not have been before ——Buckminster’s Sermons, p. 249. 

We see, therefore, that God’s justice presents no cbstacles in the 
way of his freely pardoning all such as repent and reform, without his 
requiring any satisfaction for the sins they may have previously com- 
mitted. ——Christ. Disc. 1823. p. 191. 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God: To declare, I say, at this time, his 
righteousness : THAT HE MIGHT BE Just, and the justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus. Rom. iii. 25, 26. 

We do not believe ‘‘ that Christ has once offered himself up a saeri- 
Jice to satisty divine justice, and reconcile us to God,” because this is 
making the innocent suffer for the guilty, and appeasing the wrath of 
a being, who, ia his very nature, is necessarily benevolent, merciful, 
and good.—Unit. Misc. 1821. p. 19. 

But now once in the end of the world hath he (Christ) appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Heb. ix. 26. 

God was in Christ, reconet/ing the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them. 2 Cor. v. 19. 

We refrain from quoting a passage from Dr. Bancroft’s sermons 
which represents the atonement as a principle in God’s administra- 
tions which would disgrace any government on earth! The author 
has stigmatized it, we think, very properly, by putting it in capitals ; 
for in our apprehension it is downright blasphemy. 

Justification —To build the hope of pardon on the independent 
and infinite sufficiency of Jesus Christ, 1s TO BUILD ON AN UNSCRIP- 
TURAL AND FALSE FOUNDATION.—Christ. Disc. vol. i. New Series. p. 
440. 

Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 1 Cor. iii. 11. 

Christ is said to have taken upon him the sins of men, and they are 
saved -by receiving his righteousness. ‘This notion is as ill founded as 
that concerning justice. —Unit. Miscel. 1822. p. 183. 

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree. 1 Pet. 
ii, 24. 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 1 Cor. 
i. 30. 

We believe men have in themselves, the power of being good or 
bad ; of merrrtne the rewards, or deserving the punishment of a just 
God.—Umit. Miscel. 1821. p. 20. 

Now to him that worketh, is the reward, not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt. By grace are ye saved, through faith ; and that not of 

ourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should 
boast. Rom. iv. 4; and Ephes. ii. 8, 9. 

When ye shall have done ail those things which are commanded 
you, say, we are unprofitable servants. Luke xvii. 10. 

Future punishment.—¥ or myself, | freely declare, that from a dili- 
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gent examination of the New Testament, I am satisfied it does not 
contain the doctrine of punishment endless in duration.—Bancrofi’s 
Sermons, p. 391. 

But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation. Mark iii. 29. 

But what passage of the New Testament states expressly that the 
wicked shall be preserved in a state of endless misery ?—Bancroft’s 
Sermons, p. 409. 

And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the 
righteous into life eternal.* Matt. xxv. 46. 

Future punishments will be of limited duration, and will terminate 
in the annibilation of the wicked.—Bancroft’s Sermons. p. 407. 

Where their worm dieth nor and the fire is nor quenched. Mark 
ix. 44. 

If by ** everlasting punishment,” is meant the ‘ proper eternity of 
he!ll torments,” 1T 1s A DOCTRINE WHIcH mosT UNITARIANS OF THE 
PRESENT DAY CONCUR IN REJECTING ; some understanding by that 
everlasting destruction to which the wicked are to be consigned, an 
absolute annihilation ; others conceiving of their sufferings as conse- 
quential and indefinite as to their duration ; and others that all punish- 
ment will be necessarily remedial, and will end at last in a universal 
restoration to goodness and happiness.—Christ. Disc. vol. iii. New 
Series, p. 451. 

Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire ? who among us 
shall dwell with everlasting burnings ? 

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him. Isa. xxxiii. 14, and John iii. 36. 

Miscellanies—Essentials in Religion.—We see continually that wise 
and worthy men fall into great mistakes, and are capable of receiv- 
ing as sacred, the grossest absurdities. Bur Tais 1s OF LITTLE CON- 
SEQUENCE ; our acceptance with God, depending on the sincerity of 
our hearts, and the faithfulness of our endeavours to find out truth, 
and not on the rectitude of our judgments.—Price’s Sermons. Serm. ii. 
p- 62. 

In truth, there is but one thing fundamental, and that is, an honest 
mind.—Same Work, p. 25. 

I verily thought with myself, that [ ought to do many things con- 
trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Acts xxvi. 9. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end there- 
of are the ways of death. Prov. xiv. 12. 

The broad principles of Christian faith and practice have never 
been misapprehended, &c.—Unit. Misc. 1822. p. | 

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damna- 


* The original of the terms everlasf{ing and eternal in this verse, is precisely 
the same words :. so that the punishment of the wicked must last as long as the 
happiness of the righteous. 
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ble heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and shall bring 
on themselves swift destruction. 2 Pet. ii. 1. 

Different minds, in short, need different religions.—Christ. Dise. 
1823. p. 34. 

One Lord, one faith, one baptism. Ephes. iv. 5. 

Religious errour—We need tremble only at the denunciations of 
heaven, and THEY WERE NEVER UTTERED AGAINST ERKOUR OF FAITH, 
but errour of practice —Unit. Misc. 1822. p. 175, 

He that Betievera Nor shall be damned. Mark xvi. 16. 

No examination of the religious opinions of another, or of candi- 
dates for ordination, or of admission to our communion or fellowship, 
or any other occasion of this nature, with whatever soltening pretences 
it may be proposed, should ever be acquiesced in; because the exami- 
nation of another's religious opinions is a virtual assumption op your 
part, of an authority to control, or to call others to an account for 
those opinions.—CfArist. Disc. 1822. p. 54. 

Jesus said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of Ged ? John 
ix. 35. 

And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy heart thou mayst. 
Acts viii. 37. 

And | besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, that thou mightest 
charge some that they teach no other doctrine. 1 Tim. i. 3. 

But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you, than that which we have preached unto you, let Lim be 
accursed, Gal. i. 8. 

The Devil and his angels —I do not intend to give elaborately the 
arguments against the existence and agency of the Devil, but | will 
just hint at some of the reasons which induce me to regard the opinion 
as false. Neither reason nor scripture authorizes the belief of the 
existence of any evil principle like our idea of Satan —Christ. Disc. 
vol. i. New Series. pp. 156, 157. 

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do: he was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him, &c. Jobn viii, 44. 

Depart from me, ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. Matt. xxv. 41. 

Unitarian Ministers.—It must be confessed that those theologians 
who entertain different sentiments from the reputedly orthodox re- 
specting the atonement, the nature of future punishment, &c. have not 
in the general tenour of their writings or preaching, been so tenacious 
of scriptural language as their opponents. In some instances they 
evidently avoid scriptural expressions, lest they should appear to enter- 
tain the sentiments which they reject.—Dr. Cogan, as quoted en the 
Christ. Disc. 1823. p. 206. 

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light in them. Isaiah viii. 20. 

We have given more copious extracts from this little tract than we 
at first intended, because we wish to show from the most unquestion- 
able authority, even the declarations of Unitarians.themselves, what a 
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dreadful shipwreck they have made of that faith which was once de- 
livered to the saints. All the great and distinguishing principles of 
the gospel, principles which the Church universally has held most 
sacred, at every period of her history, and in every part of the world 
to which she has extended herself, have been discarded and ridiculed, 
and treated with contempt. Principles which constituted the glory 
of the reformation, and were embraced by Lutherans and Calvinists, 
as well as by the Church of England, with the most edifying harmo- 
ny. We have no doubt that many who call themselves Unitarians, 
or who are inclined to think well of that negative creed, because 
their friends have assumed the appellation, will be astonished and 
alarmed when they discover how wide is the departure from sound 
doctrine, so well exposed in this littke work. There is a manifest 
distinction between the tenets themselves and the persons who pro- 
fess them. ‘To the tenets we can never give way, no not for an hour. 
To the persons, we may express, what we feel for many of them, a 
sincere esteem and regard. It has been our happiness to know many 
pious and exemplary Christians who now attend the ministrations of 
Unitarian preachers, and yet are as far from being Unitarians them- 
selves as light is removed from darkness. We cannot but believe, 
therefore, that they are ignorant of the rea! nature of Unitarianism, or 
that they attend upon such ministrations from habit, from the force of 
early associations, from an unwillingness to disturb the order and 
harmony of their own families, from the influence of personal attach- 
ments which lead them to apologize for religious errour in their pas- 
tor, as Budgell did for suicide : 


“¢ What Cato did, and Addison approved, 
Cannot be wrong.” 





In short, from any other motive than that of a wicked life, or neglect 
of the scriptures, or an indifference to religious truth. We do not 


apologize for such inconsistency, we only say, and we lament to say 


that it exists. Our religion requires us to search the scriptures in 
order to discover what is truth; at the same time that it requires us 
to humble our hearts, to lean not to our own understanding, and to 
ask for the aid of that Divine Spirit which alone can lighten the dark- 
ness of our mental vision. They who with humble and teachable 
minds apply themselves tothe serious examination of the whole of 
holy scripture, with prayer and earnest supplication that they may 
be Jed into all truth, will not greatly differ with regard to the great 
and prominent doctrines and duties of our religion. ‘To such we 
would recommend the careful examination of this little tract, in the 
hope that it may lead all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
to renounce a name which is now inseparably associated with the 
rejection of the fundamental doctrines of the gospel, which implies in 
fact a principle of unbelief in the haman heart, and is in reality 
nothing bet Dersm IN DISGUISE. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE TRUSTEES OF OUR GENERAL THOLOGI- 
CAL SEMINARY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Every member of ovr church must naturally indulge some solicitude 
respecting our General Theological Seminary. ‘To the mind of hii at 
least who now addresses you, the welfare of the church and that of the 
seminary appear most intimately connected. He trusts no apology is ne- 
cessary for respectfully inviting your attention to some considerations 
on this important subject, w hich, should they do no good, will, he is 
sure, be harmless. Permit the inquiry then, whether the period has not 
arrived when our seminary ought to have its own proper habitation. 
Many persons consider it as still afloat. They do not know that its 
location is fixed, and that its perpetuity may be reasonably relied upon. 
Hence it is some refuse to give, few if any give as much as they ought, 
and would, under other circumstances. The experiment of diocesan 
seminaries is persevered in; candidates hesitate about joining it, and 
in short the institution has not the reputation to which it is entitled 
from its judicious management, and the ability of its faculty. It has 
hitherto been dwelling in tents. Under a different policy similar in- 
stitutions of other churches have greatly flourished. At Princeton, the 
lirst receipts were expended on that noble building, which commands 
the attention of travellers, and we doubt not has had its effect on the 
piety and liberality of the country. At Andover, an early measure 
was the providing of a convenient building, and we observe that the 
new seminary at Auburn, New York, is already provided with a neat 
and commodious edifice. The Baptists, at Washington, also have 
erected many of the buildings necessary for their seminary, which was 
instituted subsequent to that of our church. The delay on our part, it is 
conceived, is no longer necessary. Our present income, it is true, is 
not adequate to indispensable expenditures, but that a sum sufficient 
for suitable buildings can be collected may be inferred from the fol- 
lowing considerations. 

I. A very small proportion of the members of our Church have been 
applied to. Many are ignorant or misinformed as to the nature of 
the institution. They who have been solicited were not sufliciently 
prepared by previous information or were not efficiently addressed. 
Several congregations and some of the dioceses may be considered as 
new ground, capable of producing an abundant harvest. 

If. Many from local considerations would give to this purpose who 
would not to the general object. They who have already contribut- 
ed might without impropriety be asked to aid this special object, and 
they would be inclined to promote a measure calculated to increase 
the usefulness of their previous liberality. 

For procuring the building fund it is suggested, 1. That a draft of 
the whole plan for the proposed buildings (which ad should admit of 
the buildings being erected from time to time, as the funds came in, 
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and the necessities of the seminary required) should be provided for 
the collector, to be by him exhibited to the pious, the benevolent, and 
the publick spirited. 2, He might be instructed to apply first in New 
York, and then in other dioceses, holding forth the inducement that each 
hall should bear the name of the individual or association contributing 
a certain sum. 3. A circular might be addressed to every clergyman 
of our church, inviting his patronage, with this inducement, that a 
contribution of would entitle him to the use of a room at any 
time. To those who pass the summer from their parishes, and to 
those who would make provision for infirmity and old age, this might 
be an object. 

In favour of the attempt to give our seminary a home, the following 
reasons are offered. 

I. It would increase the pecuniary resources of the institution, di- 
rectly, by saving the rent now given for the recitation rooms, literary 
rooms, boarding house, and indirectly by attracting publick attention, 
and by removing all doubts as to the location and the permanence of 
the seminary. 

It has been stated on credible authority, that even in the city of 
New York the existence of this institution is not generally known. 

II. A suitable building would diminish the expenses of the stu- 
dents. It might contain standing furniture, provided by private libe- 
rality as at Andover. It might be constructed with stoves to diminish 
the quantity of fuel, or to admit of coal. Fuel might be laid up in 
the summer at a reduced price. If it were located out of the city, as 
on Mr, Moore’s lots, the clothing of the members would be much less 
expensive, as they would form asociety of their own. 

IIIf. Such a building wou!d greatly promote the important purposes 
of the establishment. A common residence would give additional 
security to the punctual attendance of the students on the various 
exercises, literary and religious, and it would render the intercourse of 
all the members more frequent, and thus, while the opportunities for 
improvement were increased, that friendship among the future minis- 
ters of our church would be cultivated, which is pot the least among 
the many considerations recommending one general seminary. 

As to the proper site, a decided opinion is respectfully expressed in 
favour of the ground given by our worthy professor, Clement Moore, 
Esq. This location would obviate in some degree the objection which 
has been made to a city. ‘There would be less expense there than 
in the city, especially in the article of clothing. It would be agree- 
able and healthful at all seasons. Our seminary has already suffered 
from a disease incidental to a city. ‘They who come from a distance 
would prefer to pass the long vacation at the seminary, to avail them- 
selves of its facilities for improvement, and from motives of economy. 
To clergymen in the decline of life who might retreat here, and to 
those who may have scholarships, it would be important to have a 
location admitting of a permanent residence. The clergy, and others 
desirous of theological attainment, who in the summer retire from the 
large cities and other sickly places, might pleasantly and profitably 
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avail themselves of the seminary if it was situated in a place so open 
and healthful as that now contemplated. Theattempt to procuresome 
other site would be embarrassing and produce delay, It is due to 
the generous donor not to pass by his wishes. Such acts of munifi- 
cence in this young country ought in every way to be encouraged. 
Associations, pleasing and useful, would naturally arise on a spot on 
which one of the fathers of our Church had resided. 

To another subject, viz. the state of our finances, the attention of 
the trustees is also respectfully invited. On balancing the accounts 
it is believed a deficiency of income will appear. Might not this 
deficiency be brought before the notice of our bishops, by a circular, 
requesting that each of them would, by congregational collections or 
any other means, endeavour to effect its liquidation. If it be even a 

1000, it will be perceived that the quota of each diocese would be 
small. This measure might be annually adopted, if necessary, so as 
effectually to prevent-any encroachment on the capital, which ought 
by all means to be untouched. For the augmentation of our capi- 
tal, the appointment of a standing collector would probably be the 
best expedient. Several and occasional collectors are of little use. 
They enter on the duty without experience, and having other pressing 
avocations prosecute it ina hasty and inefficient manner. A collector 
having no other business would qualify himself for this, and prosecute 
it without interruption, distraction or hurry. He would be daily ac- 
quiring a stock of experience proportioned to which would be the 
success of his efforts. ‘The expense of this plan would be much less 
than of that hitherto adopted, as a fixed though moderate salary would 
be preferred to a per centage. By proper arrangements tbe travelling 
expenses could be rendered light. The same collector returning af- 
ter a suitable interval! to those persons who had declined or postponed 
or promised to be ready on his next visit, would act with eminent efl- 
ciencye ‘This method has been pursued with great success by 
other charitable assuciations. In four or five years, according to a 
proper system, the subject might be brought before every Episcopa- 
lian in our country. And, in that case, who can doubt of the result ? 
Perhaps it would not ve too particular to add, that the collector should 
be instructed—to preach, or publickly address, (according as he was 
a clergyman or layman,) in explanation of the views of the Church 
relative to the General Seminary, wherever le might go. To obtain 
a list of each congregation, and to apply to every individual member 
without discrimination, not refusing the widow’s mite. and urging those 
who could not give, to lay by them in store that they may have 
wherewithal to help this important cause ; to report and pay over to 
the treasurer, quarterly, the amount he bas received. And lastiy, to 
take with him two subscription papers, so that each subscriber might 
designate whether his gift should be applied to the erection of build- 
ings or to the general fund. 

In conclusion permit me to express the sincere wish, that the Lord 
may preside over and bless your deliberations to the hastening ot that 
desirable consummation, when our seminary shail take root deeply, 
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fulfil the prayers of the pious; cover the hills with its shadow, and 
stretch out its boughs unto the sea. 
A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH. 


Note. Perhaps some advantage would result from exhibiting to the 
different dioceses an estimate of the quota of each necessary to the pro- 
per endowment of the General Seminary. The number of clergy is 
the best basis for the estimate, because this will be in some degree 
proportioned to the zeal and ability of the dioceses, We do no: know 
the exact number of members, and therefore have no other crite- 
rion than the above. 

The whole number of bishops, priests, and deacons is 380. 

The endowment necessary, (Andover has a larger,) say $300,000 

That is, fora charity fund, income applicable $100,000 

to the support of beneficiaries, 

Capital for professors’ salaries, 200,000 

Buildings to be provided in addition. 

By a calculation founded on these data the quota of each diocese 
jn round numbers, would be as follows : 





Eastern diocese, having 41 clergymen - « « « 25,000 
Connecticut os 45 aes . « © Se ee 
New York ss 95 ” oe «ee oe 
New Jersey - i3 - nea & 8,000 
Pennsylvania " 36 - «=. 6 ae 
Delaware 66 3 cs ~~ & Ae 3.000 
Maryland . 47 ‘6 - « « « 30,000 
Virginia 6s 33 és . «+. - 
North Carolina ‘* 8 6 ~~ 6 oe 
South Carolina ‘* 33 6 . + <6. ee 
Georgia « 4 - . et 6. ——e 
Ohio “s 6 as all ag ae 4,000 
Jndiana, Kentucky, 6g a «sid “eta 
Louisiana, Miss. 

70 $251,000 

Bishops 10 

380 
The present funds of the institution estimated at $70,000 


The amount derived as above from the different states 231,000 


301,000 

From this statement it is evident, 1. That this endowment is a 
measure which may be easily accomplished. 2. That it is true econo- 
my to have one General Seminary, as on this plan each diocese may 
secure the education of their candidates for a moderate sum, and 
have their pecuniary resources diverted but in a small degree from 
other useful’objects, as sending forth missionaries, distributing bibles 
and prayer books, erecting and repairing churches, &¢. &c. 
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ADVERSARIA. 


Tue Oprnton or aN EMINENT ConcrecatTionat Minister asout Re- 
vivaLs or Rericion. I bave endeavoured to guard my people against 
” errour too common, where religious conferences are much attend- 

; I mean, substituting these in the place of divine institutions, and 


mnt Hck them a kind of thermometer, by which to prove the degree ot 


heat and cold in religious zeal. When we hear of a revival ot reli- 
gion in any place, the unusual frequency and the general attendance 
of lectures and conferences by day and by night, are adduced as 
decisive evidences of it. When these meetings become less frequent, 
or less full, it is said, ‘* Religion appears to be on the decline.” We 
ought always to place religion where the scripture has placed it, in 
holiness of heart and life; and to regard devotional duties as instru- 
mental to thisend. We are never to place the essence of religion in 
things which are but the means of it. 

A serious man from a neighbouring parish, being one evening at my 
house on secular business, took occasion to inform me, that there was 
a great revival of religion in his vicinity. I expressed my satisfac- 
tion in the intelligence ; but asked him, wherein the happy revival 
discovered itself: whether the people appeared to be more humble, 
more condescending, more meek and peaceable, more kind and cha- 
titable, better united in ther social relations, more virtuous in their 
manners, &c. He could not answer particularly with respect to these 
things; but said, ‘* People were much engaged in attending religious 
meetings ; they had private lectures as often as any transient preacher 
could be obtained ; and they had conferences very frequently, almost 
every evening.” I observed to him, that an attendance on the word 
preached was highly important, and a bopeful indication ; but asked 
him, how it was on the Lord’s day ; whether they attended on the 
instituted worship of that day better than they used to do: (for I 
knew they had been shametully negligent of that duty.) “ Why, 
no,” said he, “we don’t go to meeting on the sabbath.” What, I 
inquired, do you neglect God’s institutions to observe your own ? 
The prophet marks this as a token of the decay of religion among the 
Jews. He answered, ‘* We do not like our parish minister very 
well.” I observed to him, that if they had a minister, who did not 
preach the gospel, this was a reason why he should leave the pulpit ; 
not why they should leave the meeting house ; and they ought to take 
regular measures for his removal, and the introduction of a better 
man. ‘* O,” said he, “I don’t pretend, but that he preaches the 
gospel; but there are some subjects, on which he does not preach.” 
Perhaps he preaches on them, when you are absent. He continued, 
** | don’t like his manner of preaching. He is not so fervent, so en- 
gaged, as | wish; he uses his notes too much,” &c. Friend, said I, 


you well remember, that Paul, Apollos, and Cephas, all preached in 


Corinth. They preached the same gospel; but had different voices, 
and different modes of speaking. And among their hearers, one said, 
{ am of Paul; another, { am of Apollos ; and a third, f am of Cephas. 
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Now on this occasion, Paul told them, they were carnal. Apply this 
to yourself. On the authority of Paul, I tell you, that you are car- 
nal. He answered, ** I do not see, but that it is so.”” He had the 
honesty to confess his fault; whether he had the virtue to reform, I 
do not know. 

Occasional meetings and private conferences may be useful, if pro- 
perly conducted ; but they are matters of Christian discretion, not of 
divine institution. I know of no apostolick precept or example, 
which elevates these to a place among the institutions of God. When 
Paul came to Troas, where was a Christian church, and doubtless 
some stated place for publick worship, he waited seven days for the 
return of the first day of the week, on which day the disciples were 
wont to come together for social worship. Then he spake to them, 
and continued his speech to an unusual length. 

When he preached in Ephesus, where a church was not formed, 
** he taught publickly, and from house to house.” As the Christians 
had no stated place in which they could claim the privilege of as- 
sembling, they convened where they could, Paul first taught in the 
Jewish synagogue ; meeting with opposition there, he removed to the 
school of Tyrannus, and here he continued for a length of time, teach- 
ing daily. 

His teaching, though from house to house, from the synagogue to 
the school, where he could obtain leave, was publick ; not private. His 
teaching daily in the school was incompatible with his spending much 
time in private houses. .He always chose the most open manner of 
teaching. He never imitated those seducers who creep into private 
houses. —Memoir prefixed to Dr. Lathrop’s Posthumous Sermons, pp. 
31—34. Springheld, 1821]. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW YORK. 
Tae thirty-seventh annual convention of this diocese was held in Trini- 
ty church, in the city of New York, on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 
2ist and 22d days of October, 1823. The bishop having been for some 
time greatly out of health, sailed for England the 24th of September. 
The convention was attended by a large proportion of the clergy, but 
the number of laity present was very inadequate to a full representa- 
tion of the parishes. There are, it appears, 75 presbyters and 20 dea- 
cons in the diocese—total 95. Of these, 13 have no cures, and 6 are 
exclusively engaged in theological and academical instruction, leaving 
76, who have the care of souls. According to the canons of New 
York, 64 only of the clergy are entitled to seats, Of these 15 were 
absent. The remaining 57, together with 7 not entitled to seats, 
were present. We last year reported the whole number of congre- 
gations, 127; and at this convention 6 were received into union, mak- 
ing the whole number at present 133. Yet there were present only 
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68 lay delegates, the representatives of 34 congregations. We greatly 
lament this vast deficiency in lay-representation. Religious indiffer- 
ence in the laity is the great evil with which we have to contend in 
this country ; and ‘until we can induce our highly respectable and 
intelligent laity to be present at our ecclesiastical councils, it will be 
impossible to make them feel that interest in the concerns of the 
Church which is so essential to ber welfare. We do not make these 
retnatks, because they are peculiarly applicable to New York; they 
have beet induced by the striking fact we have mentioned, but the 
evil extends in a greater or less degree through the Union. ‘To the 
laity of New York we look for an example of greater zeal in building 
up our apostelick faith. 

In consequence of the absence of the bishop, the Rev. William 
Harris, D_ D., president of Columbia college, was called to the chair, 
and tne Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk was re-elected secretary. 

The report of the committee for propagating the gospel in the state 
of New York, states the amount placed at their disposal during the 
past year, at $3284, 11. arising from collections in the different churches 
ot the ht two missionary societies, and the incorporated society 
for the promotion of religion and learning. The disbursements during 
the same period have amounted to $2 779 67, but as there were cur- 
rent salaries due, the whole sum would fall short $700. The num- 
ber of missionaries employed is 21. The sums they receive are very 
inadequate to the amount and value of their services. ‘The commit- 
tee therefore urgently invite the attention of the Church to what they 
justly call ** this most wise and benevolent charity.”? On this subject 
also the jollowing remarks are taken from the bishop’s address. 

** Ata period when there are many infant congregations which re- 
quire the cherishing aid of missionary labour, it is with deep regret | 
state. that the deficiency of the missionary fund will render necessary 
a reduction of the number of missionaries, unless efforts are made to 
increase the contributions for this most valuable object. And I en- 
treat my brethren of the clergy and laity, not, by a relaxation of zeal, 
to permit congregations that are now rising to importance, to languish 
or become extinct; and the numerous opportunities that occur of 
establishing new ones, to be lost.’ 

We proceed to exhibit a tabular view of the missionary reports, and 
regret that our limits will not permit us to enter into a more detailed 
exhibition of them. The most interesting subject mentioned is the 
state of the Oneida Indians, concerning whom we extract the follow- 
ing report of Mr. Solomon Davis, their catechist and lay reader. 
They have, it seems, erected a church, which is known by the name 
of St. Peter’s, Oneida Castle. 

‘** By permission of the bishop, I have performed the duties of lay- 
reader and catechist among the Oneidas, one year and one month. 
During which time, the services of the church have been well attend- 
ed by the natives, and I have reason to believe, that my endeavours 


* This will be inserted in our next. 
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to bring them to a knowledge and practice of the duties of Christiani- 
ty, have been rendered in some degree effectual, by him, without 
whose assistance, our best efforts are vain. The Oneidas have made 
considerable progress in civilization. and are considered the most re- 
spectable of the six confederate nations. Their number consists of 
1160 souls The chiefs and warriours, and in fact the whole nation, 
are zealously attached to the Episcopal Church. They view it as 
the church of their forefathers. They revert with pleasure to that 
period, (the year 1701,) when the society in England for propagating 
the gospel in foreign parts, sent a faithful labourer among them, who 
re ared the standard of the cross, and planted the apostolick church in 
the bosom of their nation. ‘ The gospel tree,’ say they, ‘ which was 
then planted among us, is again permitted to flourish in the midst of 
our canton——we will sit under its branches, and partake of its glorious 
fruits.’ Notwithstanding the opposition of interested individuals, and 
the strong prejudices which prevail in the minds of many, in regard 
to the utility of missionary labour among these degraded sons of the 
forest, I think it is evident, from what has already been accomplish- 
ed since the establishment of this mission, that much good will result 
from a continuance of our exertions. I have performed the services 
of the church on Sundays in their own language, to a congregation of 
about four or five hundred Indians; all of them, with becoming so- 
briety, taking an interesting part in the worship of God. And I have 
the satisfaction to say, that many of them are not only hearers, but 
doers of the word. I have catechised, during the summer, from fifty 
to sixty children, twice a week; attended 17 funerals, and witnessed 
the baptism of 56 Indian children ; thirty-six by the Rev. Mr. An- 
thon, of Utica, seven by the Rev Mr. N: ash, of Exeter, and thirteen by 
the Rev. Jonathan Judd, of the diocese of Connecticut. Two have 
been added to the communion, which makes the nuntber to consist of 
forty. 

The Indians are now engaged in preparing a school house, and 
have invited Mr. Albert G. Ellis, a young man who formerly resided 
here with Mr. Williams, and who has acquired some knowledge of 
their language, to take charge of the school, which will probably com- 
mence in about twenty-five days. In this school it is thought best to 
pursue the Lancasterian system, as far as practicable, and instruct the 
scholars in both their own and the English language. It is thought 
that at least fifty children will attend, as it is a subject rendered 
highly pleasing to both parents and children, by making a part of the 
studies to consist of their native tongue, which is considered the most 
powerful means of attaching them to the school: the want of which 
attachment has, beretofore, proved, in similar establishments, an in- 
surmountable barrier to success ; as the Indians, not relishing the stu- 
dy of a foreign language, generally become disaffected, and leave the 
institution before any thing like a course of studies could be com- 
pleted.” 

The Rev. Daniel Nash, mentioned in the above report, is a most in- 
teresting and venerable missionary in the cennty of Otsego. A man 
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of mos: »imitive simplicity of manners and singleness of heart. He 
has lavoured long and faithfully in the vineyard of his Master. In 
his report he makes the following observations on the Indians. 

‘* In the month of May I visited the church at Oneida, and with 
pleasure can testify to the excellent order observed among the In- 
dians. In no congregation, although I have seen many solemn as- 
semblies, have I beheld such deep attention—such humble devotion. 
By the blessing of divine providence on the labours of the young gen- 
tleman, who has been with them since the departure of Mr. Williams, 
they have been kept within the fold of the Church, although exertions 
have been made to lead them astray. Those exertions most proba- 
bly will, in a great measure cease, as it has pleased God to awaken to 
a just sense of religion, a number of the most respectable of the white 
inhabitants in the vicinity of the church. This pious congregation, 
though small, will have a tendency to secure the attachment of the 
Indians ; were there-any danger, which I think there is not, of having 
their affections alienated.” 

We add the concluding paragraph of his report, though not con- 
nected with the subject, for reasons which will present themselves to 
the mind of the reader. 

**‘ The infirmities of age have prevented me from equaling in my 
labours, the labours of former years. The knowledge of this leaves 
a solemn impression on my mind, that I must soon cease from those 
labours. And O how little has been done in comparison with what 
might have been done ![—‘ It is an arduous thing,’ said a pious missiona- 
ry, ‘to root out every affection to earthly things, so as to live for another 
world.’ I will add, that it is an arduous thing to be entirely devoted 
to the service of God our Saviour. That service is delightful, but 
seldom realized.” 

Mr. Anthon, the highly respectable rector of Trinity church, Utica, 
who is also mentioned by Mr. Davis, makes the following corrobora- 
tive statement in bis parochial report. 

** The rector of this church has occasionally visited the Oneida 
Indians ; administered the communion, at different times, to between 
30 and 40; baptized 36 children; and preached, through the me- 
dium of an interpreter, to congregations respectable in point of num- 


bers, and manifesting a sober and serious attention.” 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





ORDINATION. 


On Sunday last an ordination, which had been. fixed for the pre- 
ceding Friday, but which the health of the bishop of the diocese had 
obliged him to postpone, was held in the Cathedral church of this 
city, when the following gentlemen were admitted to holy orders by 
his lordship, assisted by the archdeacon of Quebec, and the Rev. Dr. 
Mills, chaplain to his majesty’s forces, 

Priest—The Rev. J, Deacon, of Adolphus-town, Bay of Quinte, 
U. C. 


Deacons—Mr. W. Abbott, who proceeds to the mission of Yamaska 
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Mountain, L.C. Mr. A. Ansley, who proceeds to the joint missions of 
Hull, L. C. and March, U. C. both upon the Ottawa river.. Mr. J. 
Grier, who proceeds to the mission of the carrying-place, Bay of 
Quinté, U. C. Mr. A. Mackintosh, who proceeds to the mission of 
St. Thomas, Port Talbot, on Lake Erie, U. C. 

In all these places churches bave been recently erected by the in- 
habitants, but there are many others in the two Provinces where the 
same proof has been afforded of anxiety for the regular administra- 
tion of the word and ordinances, which are still unprovided, but which 
the lord bishop hopes by the assistance of the incorporated society for 
the propagation of the gospel to be enabled in the course of time to 
supply. Quebec, June 17. 


——— 


JEWS’ SOCIETY. 


On the eighth anniversary of this interesting society, the board of di- 
rectors regret, that with the exception of the usual sums sent to Bom- 
bay, and to the Palestine mission, no opportunity has been afforded of 
promoting the cause for which it was instituted. 

The directors however have not been inattentive to the resolution 
which was passed on the 10th of July, 1822, in which it was deter- 
mined to procure a missionary who should labour among the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel, residing in the countries bordering on the 
Mediterranean ; but as yet their endeavours to obtain a suitable per- 
son have been ineffectual. 

Two gentlemen have been offered, of whose piety and missionary 
qualifications they entertain an exalted opinion, but, owing to circum- 
stances over which they had no control, they were prevented from 
employing them. It must be acknowledged that their expectations 
have been disappointed; that, at times they have been tempted to 
listen to discouraging suggestions, and the path marked out by Provi- 
dence has not been clearly perceptible. At present, however, the 
prospect appears more cheering. ‘They have recently heard of a 
young gentleman possessing high literary attainments, eminent piety, 
and a truly missionary spirit, and means are now in operation to as- 
certain whether he will consent to engage in the service of the socie- 
ty. Perhaps while they have been yielding to discouragement, or 
hesitating with regard to the path of duty, God has been training him up 
for this very purpose. Perhaps, too, it was necessary that their faith 
and patience should be tried in this manner, that they might depend 
more implicitly on the guidance of the Almighty, and learn more 
effectually that no exertions can succeed without his special assistance. 
Truths which although we may admit most willingly, make not, in 
general, that deep impression on our hearts which is necessary to 
insure a corresponding conduct. 

Within the last year the society has met with an irreparable loss in 
the death of Mrs. Huntington, in whom piety, loveliness, and intelli- 
gence were blended in so uncommon a degree, that she never failed in 
attracting the warm admiration and esteem of all who had an oppor 
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of most primitive simplicity of manners and singleness of heart. He 
has laboured long and faithfully in the vineyard of his Master. In 
his report he makes the following observations on the Indians. 

‘¢ In the month of May I visited the church at Oneida, and with 
pleasure can testify to the excellent order observed among the In- 
dians. In no congregation, although I have seen many solemn as- 
semblies, have I beheld such deep attention—such humble devotion. 
By the blessing of divine providence on the labours of the young gen- 
tleman, who has been with them since the departure of Mr, Williams, 
they have been kept within the fold of the Church, although exertions 
have been made to lead them astray. ‘Those exertions most proba- 
bly will, in a great measure cease, as it has pleased God to awaken to 
a just sense of religion, a number of the most respectable of the white 
inhabitants in the vicinity of the church. This pious congregation, 
though small, will have a tendency to secure the attachment ‘of the 
Indians ; were there-any danger, which I think there is not, of having 
their affections alienated.” 

We add the concluding paragraph of his report, though not con- 
nected with the subject, for reasons which will present themselves to 
the mind of the reader. 

‘** The infirmities of age have prevented me from equaling in my 
labours, the labours of former years. The knowledge of this leaves 
a solemn impression on my mind, that I must soon cease from those 
labours. And O how little has been done in comparison with what 
might have been done !—*‘ It is an arduous thing,’ said a pious missiona- 
ry, ‘to root out every affection to earthly things. so as to live for another 
world.’ I will add, that it is an arduous thing to be entirely devoted 
to the service of God our Saviour. That service is delightful, but 
seldom realized.” 

Mr. Anthon, the highly respectable rector of Trinity church, Utica, 
who is also mentioned by Mr. Davis, makes the following corrobora- 
tive statement in bis parochial report. 

** The rector of this church has occasionaily visited the Oneida 
Indians ; administered the communion, at different times, to between 
30 and 40; baptized 36 children; and preached, through the me- 
dium of an interpreter, to congregations respectable in point of num- 


bers, and manifesting a sober and serious attention.’ 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





ORDINATION. 


On Sunday last an ordination, which had been. fixed for the pre- 
ceding Friday, but which the health of the bishop of the diocese had 
obliged him to postpone, was held in the Cathedral church of this 
city, when the following gentlemen were admitted to holy orders by 
his lordship, assisted by the archdeacon of Quebec, and the Rev. Dr. 
Mills, chaplain to his majesty’s forces, 

Priest—The Rev. J, Deacon, of Adolphus-town, Bay of Quinté, 
U. C. 

Deacons—Mr. W. Abbott, who proceeds to the mission of Yamaska 
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Mountain, L.C. Mr. A. Ansley, who proceeds to the joint missions of 
Hull, L. C. and March, U. C. both upon the Ottawa river.. Mr. J. 
Grier, who proceeds to the mission of the carrying-place, Bay of 
Quinté, U.C. Mr. A. Mackintosh, who proceeds to the mission of 
St. Thomas, Port Talbot, on Lake Erie, U. C. 

In all these places churches bave been recently erected by the in- 
habitants, but there are many others in the two Provinces where the 
same proof has been afforded of anxiety for the regular administra- 
tion of the word and ordinances, which are still unprovided, but which 
the lord bishop hopes by the assistance of the incorporated society for 
the propagation of the gospel to be enabled in the course of time to 


supply. Quebec, June 17. 


JEWS’ SOCIETY. 


On the eighth anniversary of this interesting society, the board of di- 
rectors regret, that with the exception of the usual sums sent to Bom- 
bay, and to the Palestine mission, no opportunity has been afforded of 
promoting the cause for which it was instituted. 

The directors however have not been inattentive to the resolution 
which was passed on the 10th of July, 1822, in which it was deter- 
mined to procure a missionary who should labour among the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel, residing in the countries bordering on the 
Mediterranean ; but as yet their endeavours to obtain a suitable per- 
son have been ineffectual. 

Two gentlemen have been offered, of whose piety and missionary 
qualifications they entertain an exalted opinion, but, owing to circum- 
stances over which they had no control, they were prevented from 
employing them. It must be acknowledged that their expectations 
have been disappointed; that, at times they have been tempted to 
listen to discouraging suggestions, and the path marked out by Provi- 
dence has not been clearly perceptible. At present, however, the 
prospect appears more cheering. “They have recently heard of a 
young gentleman possessing high literary attainments, eminent piety, 
and a truly missionary spirit, and means are now in operation to as- 
certain whether he will consent to engage in the service of the socie- 
ty. Perhaps while they have been yielding to discouragement, or 
hesitating with regard to the path of duty, God has been training him up 
for this very purpose. Perhaps, too, it was necessary that their faith 
and patience should be tried in this manner, that they might depend 
more implicitly on the guidance of the Almighty, and learn more 
effectually that no exertions can succeed without his special assistance. 
Truths which although we may admit most willingly, make not, in 
general, that deep impression on our hearts which is necessary to 
insure a corresponding conduct. 

Within the last year the society has met with an irreparable loss in 
the death of Mrs. Huntington, in whom piety, loveliness, and intelli- 
gence were blended in so uncommon a degree, that she never failed in 
attracting the warm admiration and esteem of all who had an oppor- 
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tunity of cultivating her acquaintance. Her superiour judgment, her 
ardent zeal for the glory of God, and her strong desires for the con- 
version of his ancient people, rendered her services as a manager, pe- 
culiarly valuable, and endeared her to every member of the board. 

May they ever cherish, most sacredly, the recollection of her many 
excellences, and resolve in an humble dependence on Divine strength, 
tu imitate so lovely an example. 

A condensed statement of receipts, expenditures, and state of the 
funds of the Female Society of Boston and vicinity for promoting Chris- 
tianity among the Jews. 





RECEIPTS. 
Amount received from annual subscribers —. ‘ , $76 64 
o 9 ‘* life “ . ‘ ; . 330 00 

™ « ‘* auxiliary societies, female associations, 
monthly concerts of prayer, and individual contributors 332 00 
g: ” ~*~ interest on United States 6 pr. cent. stock 71 96 

+ ‘* jnterest on money loaned Sewall, Wil- 
liams and Co. , : ; R ‘ . 74 38 

Amount brought forward from last year’s account, being the 

balance then remaining in the treasury ; R . 122 8 

$997 86 


EXPENDITURES. 
Amount sent to Bombay for the education of Jewish children 100 00 
** forwarded to Messrs. Fiske and Temple tor the Pales- 





tine mission. , : ‘ é ‘ . e 100 00 
** loaned Sewall, Williams and Co. on interest . 717 98 
«paid for printing reports, for stationary, postage, ad- 

verlising notices, &c. : " ‘ é ° : 22 46 
** Jost on counterfeit bills , ; ‘ , ; 6 00 

Balance remaining in the treasury ° ; 51 42 
$997 86 


The permanent fund amounts to $1620, of which $1200 are invest- 
ed in United States’ 6 per cent. stock, and the balance $420, is in- 
cluded in a note of Sewall, Williams and Co. 

The amount of disposable fund is $1230, which is at interest in the 


hands of Sewall, Williams and Co. 
FRANCES ERVING, Treasurer, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Layman, “on bowing at the name of Jesus,” is received ; but the 
conductors of the Gospel Advocate think that the subject has been 


sufficiently discussed in the number for April. 
Latimer on “ Temperance in Religious Controversy” is received. 


The style and manner of the paper are not likely to counteract the 
evil he complains of. 
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